Migration of ventriculoperitoneal shunt into the heart--case report.
A 76-year-old man underwent ventriculoperitoneal shunting for hydrocephalus after subarachnoid hemorrhage. Eighteen days after the shunt operation, fluoroscopy revealed the peritoneal catheter in the heart. Three-dimensional computed tomography demonstrated penetration of the catheter into the internal jugular vein. Under local anesthesia, part of the peritoneal catheter was pulled out through the cervical incision and cut off. The ends of the peritoneal catheter were connected so that the distal end was settled in the right atrium of the heart under fluoroscopic visualization. The migration of the peritoneal catheter into the heart presumably occurred because the subcutaneous wire guide of the shunt catheter perforated the internal jugular vein and the catheter was drawn into the heart through the internal jugular vein by the negative pressure of the vein and thoracic cavity.